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forcing upon it a form of government best calculated to serve his selfish 
interests. But the fault lay mainly, he continues, in the old Confederacy 
itself, the internal conditions of which had become impossible, yet the 
ruling parties, in this blind feeling of security, neglected all attempts at 
reform, and refused to adjust themselves to the new social order. The 
author nevertheless sees in the fall of the old Confederacy the foundation 
for the political development of modern Switzerland. 

One serious omission must be noted in the comprehensive work of 
Dierauer. There is no mention whatever of the emigration of Swiss 
people from their native country, yet we know that during the period 
which he treats tens of thousands of Swiss left their native land to seek 
homes in distant America. Mingled with the Palatines they settled in 
Pennsylvania, trekked to Maryland and Virginia, or established indepen- 
dent settlements, as Newbern (1710) and Purysburg (1732), in the 
Carolinas. All the conditions skillfully portrayed by the historian made 
for a large emigration: destructive wars, tyranny of rulers, religious 
intolerance, economic bankruptcy of the farming class. In amount and 
certainly in lasting effect those that left Switzerland to build permanent 
homes in the American colonies contributed far more in the world's his- 
tory than the hosts of mercenary troops who shed their blood on the 
battlefields of Europe, destroying one another in the service of clashing 
interests. About one-third of them only returned to their homes to share 
the glory of success or to utilize the compensation for which they so 
readily took up arms. The faithful and heroic stand of the Swiss guard 
during the attack on the Tuileries (called by Dierauer the last appear- 
ance of the Swiss mercenary soldier in history) is spectacular, yet the 
upholding of crumbling dynasties is a pursuit that cannot be measured 
as high as the nation-building of the faithfully drudging fearless Swiss 
pioneers in America. This principle Dierauer would probably concede, 
and he is but following the custom of European historians who consign 
to oblivion the record of the surplus population that has drifted away to 
foreign shores. They are regarded as a loss to be forgotten. Lost they 
were politically to the fatherland, but as surely were they a gain to 
humanity, a contribution of which the fatherland might well be proud. 

A. B. Faust. 

La Diplomatie de la Gironde: Jacques-Pierre Brissot. By H.-A. 
Goetz-Bernstein, Docteur es Lettres de l'Universite de Paris. 
(Paris: Hachette et Cie. 1912. Pp. xx, 450.) 

The object of M. Goetz-Bernstein is not to rewrite the history of the 
Girondins but merely to set forth the ideas of Brissot and the other 
Girondin leaders upon foreign affairs and to trace their influence upon 
the diplomacy of the Revolution. While his work lies in the same field 
as that of M. Sorel, it is by no means a duplication. What M. Sorel, in 
his task of far larger scope, has necessarily treated with brevity M. 



366 Reviews of Books 

Goetz-Bernstein considers in detail. Like his predecessors in similar 
studies he bases his work on material found in foreign as well as in 
French archives, but lays more stress on the former, and in particular he 
utilizes for the first time in this connection the correspondence of Goltz, 
the Prussian minister at Paris during the years 1789 to 1792. 

The same difficulty confronts M. Goetz-Bernstein which every 
writer on the subject has had to face, namely: the difficulty which comes 
from the fact that the foreign policy of the Girondin ministry was never 
directed immediately by the Girondins in person; but, on account of the 
exclusion of the deputies of the Legislative Assembly from executive 
office, had to be exercised indirectly and often through secret means. 
Such indirect influence is always hard to estimate. This difficulty M. 
Goetz-Bernstein seems to appreciate more fully than have earlier stu- 
dents of the Girondins and so is on his guard against drawing infer- 
ences without a solid basis of fact. 

As for his conclusions, he agrees with earlier writers in making the 
Girondins in general, and Brissot in particular, largely responsible for 
the foreign war. What is new in his treatment is the emphasis which he 
puts on the propagandist character of that war. The propagandist idea 
is familiar in religious wars, but its application to the realm of politics is, 
he declares, the distinguishing characteristic of the diplomacy of the 
French Revolution. The main object of his work is in fact to trace the 
genesis and development of this method as worked out by the Girondins. 
And in conclusion he pays a glowing tribute to the ideals which they 
were trying to propagate : " Leur oeuvre sombra dans le neant, mais leurs 
nobles aspirations resterent immortelles. lis voulaient conquerir l'uni- 
vers, moins par la force des armes que par la puissance d'un ideal 
d'emancipation. Us repandirent dans le monde entier leurs principes, qui 
ne tarderont pas a germir et qui fourniront les bases sur lesquelles 
s'edifiera l'fitat moderne. La Gironde avait fait don de ses idees a 
l'Europe; celle-ci, d'abord reservee et prudente, les adopta par la suite 
avec empressement, et Ton vit se produire le miracle lent mais certain de 
son rajeunissement : l'absolutisme mourait, la feodalite disparaissait, et la 
loi, egale pour tous, les remplaqait. Si jamais Ton songe a perpetuer la 
memoire des Girondins, c'est a Berlin, a Vienne, a Rome et meme 
a Saint Petersbourg et a Constantinople qu'il faudra leur elever des 
statues, car leur plus beau titre de gloire est d'avoir ete des pionniers de 
la civilisation." 

Considering that in the course of his book M. Goetz-Bernstein lays 
constant stress upon the selfish and unworthy aspects of the chief 
Girondin leader such a paean of praise, while it impresses the reader 
with M. Goetz-Bernstein's ability to see the good as well as the ill in the 
Girondins, also leaves the reader with an idea of the author's conclusions 
which is not exactly clear-cut. This lack of consistency is the chief 
fault of the book. 

Eloise Ellery. 



